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‘Emilio’s Mom’ re

ol

Marion de Crug
a mission. It is to ensure ancther
mother doeqn't lose a thild in & boat

propaller accidant.

get this thing
lot of credit,” says Shirl Kbop of Klam-
outh Falls, Ore., whose daughter died
\n & prop accident last summer.,

Cruz, a single mother fram Simi Val-
ey, Calif, who calla herself “Emilio’
Viom" on her business cards, is con-

oats is feasihle, wants to require
hem on all rental houssbosts after
everal fatal or disfigyring prop
Yuries caused by houseboats backing
aWH oL SWIMmers, \

Among the vietims: Qruz's son
milio, 20, a third.year i
‘udent, who died at a fraternity
arty on Arizona's Lake Havasu.
hree rental houseboats ing 50
udents were rafted together, Emilio
ruz had just jumped off the roof of
ie boat and into the water when the
ipper — who had not been drink-
§ — backed down on Cruz and the
opeller sucked him in. It \cut off his
1 and split him open from the groin
the abdomen. He bled to death.

Emilio Cruz died at age 20 of In.
juries from a housaboat propelier.

. Other victims of propeiler socidents
include:

* Shirley Broechini Jones, 24, mar-
ried and the mother of u 7-month-ald
child, died July 29, 1996 of pro
injuries in a houseboat accident on
ifornia’s Lake Shasta. She had dig-
mountad from a pal watercraft
and was about to the bouseboat's
#tern ladder when the driver threw the
houseboat into reverse. The

severnd her right leg at the hip and
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Ives prop guard debate

Keith Jackson has designad this propeller guard for houseboats to pre-

vent prop injuries should a boet socidentally back down on a swimmer.

Silveria, 27, of Santa Clare, Calif, who
also [0st a leg, & month later,

The Coast Guard's boating accident
statistics show 30 propeller-related
fatalities involving boats of all kinds in
1684. That was 3.8 parcent of the 784
boating fatalitics that year.

“Where the is foasibls, # is
criminal not to apply it," Cruz says.
She has found at Jeast two new prop

m“lm‘ among them a stain-
-meah cage guard — open for-

““ We cant regulate every situation
with every death. Otherwise we would
be regulating everybody off the water. ”

— Bill Selden, chairman
Boating Safety Advisory Council

ward but closed aft to protect swim-
mars if & boat backs down an tham —
that appears o work on housebosts
and other slower-moving craft, Itg
designer, Kaith Jackson, of Redding,
Cali ..lhlm it affects speed A{A}t}i rnln;}n-
varability only marginally, Ultimataly
Cruz would like prop guards of some
kind — or alternate power systems
#uch a3 water jats — an all boats.

She says houseboats are a good start.
ing paint bacause thoss who rent them
oftan are novics boatars who are nei-

thar educated nor exparienced enough
to be fully aware of the deadly pro.
peller hazard

Owner ofaan office interior design
company, Cruz has funded her cam
paign in part from an $875,000 insur
ance settlement and has trayveled
extensively, seeking out advice and
assistance from guch advocacy groups
Kids, Public Citizen and the
Institute for Injury Reduction, a group
of persanal-injury attornays

She has won in same unlikely quar-
ters grudging agreement that prop
guards might work on the slower-mov-
ing houseboats, but old hands wha
have worked for years for safer boat-
ing grouss at the progpect of regulat-
ing & problem that, though gruesome
in the injuries it cauges, reaults in fow
fatalities compared to the deaths that
could be prevented if boaters wore
thair life jackets, .

The fatalities attributable to injuries
from housaboat propellers numbered
three fram 1982 to 1995 and those due
to injuries from rental boat propellers
aumbered 11 from 1069 to 1994
Those compare to 1094's 550 boat
drowning deaths in which victims
wore no life jackets.

Vetaran boating safety advocates say
their thinly spread resources should
focus on the problems that causa the
most deaths. Thay expreas frugtration
and reluctant admivation at Crue's sue
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Silverton seeks
its oldest boat

Silverton Marine Corp.,
the Millville, N.J,, power-
boat builder, is looking for

. the oldest Silverton stil] in
service,

The company, in its 27th
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“The biggest problem is in PFDs ...’

From previous page
cess in goading the Coast Guurd to air her cause.
Cruz wrots a five-page latter asking the Coast
Guard to jook at prop guards again, but after
recaiving several “boiler plate” responses she
met with her U.S. representatives — Rep.
Elton Gallegly, a Republican, and Sen. Diane
Feinstein, & Demoerat — to seek help. Those
contacts led tc meetings with Transportation
Secretary Federico Pena’s do chief of stafl
«— Crus says the deputy asked Guard Com-
mandent Robert E. Kramek for a report on
inj — and to her BSAC appointment,
The Coast Guard over the past yeer has
{ssued three Federal Registar notices calling for
information on the houseboat and rental-boat
market and related propeller injuries. The first
two requests drew almost 3,000 responses,
though most were form letters supporting prop
guards. A series of heaerings ¢his epring, though
only lightly attended by the public, drew testi-
mony from families of victims, guard mak-
ars and {ndustry spokesmen. Some regard the
hearings as an unfortunate response to
Cruz's smotiona) pleas in an arena where
injury and fatality statistics — “body counts,”
as Crus calls them — ususlly hold sway.
“Where is ths bi problem? asks BSAC
chairman Bill 8e of Richmond, Va. “The
problerm is in PFDa {personal flotation devices)
... (Cruz) has made it a personal vendetta to
ut prop guards on every rental houseboat.
have been two (houseboat prop) deaths,

————

e —

but those are the only two deaths in the past
10 d{un. We can't regulate every situstion
with overy death. Otherwise we would be reg-
ulating everybody off the water." S

. Richard Snyder, Mercury Marine's pdndyd

engineer (or product evaluution and one of the/
authors of BSAC's 1989 siudy, agrees that the!
numbers fail 10 support Crus's call for regulse
tion. “Pecple are just crumbling before her vegv
bal barrage of ‘What are you going to do abre

my son's death?” " Snyder sayn. . . [

He says neither the tachnology nor the 1AM
dencs of prop guard {njuries has changed since
that study, which concluded thal there was no
prop guard that could be upplied salely to the
universe of boaty. !t mlso found that existing
guards affect performunce and stearing at
higher speeds, and becuuse most cage-type
guards enlarge the striking surface eround
props 30 to 50 percent, it increases ikeli
of blunt trauma at epeeds over 7 W 8 mph,

At higher speeds, the prop guards
“vip flesh off. They don't just lgave slices that can
be sewn up,” Snyder says. Yet he acknowledges
that in specific situations — whers boat speeds
are subplaning and the waters are not shoal or
full of weeds — & prop guard could work safaly
and well on & houseboat.

Comments may be mailed to the Executive
Becretary, Marine Safety Counci (G- -
LRA/3408) (CGDE5-041) U.8. Const Guard
Headquarters, 2100 Second Street SW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20588-0001. W



